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Amendments to the Claims 
1 . (currently amended) A surgical device, comprising: 

a) an ergonomic handle having an aperture accessible and operable by a single finger 
of a us errand; 

b) a finger actuator accessible through the aperture, the finger actuator being sized 

and shaped to receive the finger of the user , the finger actuator comprising a finger 
receiving portion operable with a translating shaft : 

be) an elongated tubular portion extending from the ergonomic handle and having a 
longitudinal axis; and 

ed) a rod functionally disposed within the tubular portion along the longitudinal axis, 
the rod being directly coupled proximally to the translating shaft of the finger actuator and 
configured to be coupled distally to a functional end , wherein the finger actuator moves in 
a non-pivoting, linear manner to directly effectuate an equidistant linear movement of the 
rod while maintaining a hand of the user in a junctional position about the ergonomic 
handle. 

2. (original) A surgical device as in claim 1, further comprising a functional end coupled 
to a distal end of the rod, such that bidirectional pressure applied by the single finger to the finger 
actuator along the longitudinal axis manipulates the functional end in a bidirectional manner in a 
common direction to the bidirectional pressure. 

3. (original) A surgical device as in claim 2, further comprising a ratcheting mechanism 
to lock the finger actuator in a fixed position, thus locking the functional end in a fixed position. 
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4. (original) A surgical device as in claim 2, wherein the functional end is free to rotate 
around the longitudinal axis. 

5. (original) A surgical device as in claim 1, wherein the elongated tubular portion is 
detachable from the ergonomic handle. 

6. (original) A surgical device as in claim 1, wherein the ergonomic handle has a shape 
of a pistol grip. 

7. (original) A surgical device as in claim 6, wherein a portion of the pistol grip that is 
substantially out of line with the longitudinal axis can be manipulated into a position that is 
substantially in line with the longitudinal axis. 

8. (original) A surgical device as in claim 6, wherein a portion of the pistol grip that is 
substantially out of line with the longitudinal axis is detachable. 

9. (original) A surgical device as in claim 2, wherein the functional end is selected from 
the group consisting of a grasper, scissors, a blade, a laser and a needle holder. 

10. (original) A surgical device as in claim 2, wherein the functional end is a grasper. 

1 1. (original) A surgical device as in claim 2, wherein the functional end is scissors. 
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12. (currently amended) A surgical system operated by a single finger, comprising: 

a) an ergonomic handle having an aperture accessible and operable by a single finger 

of a userr^tttd: 

bj a finger actuator in the aperture, the finger actuator being sized and shaped to 

receive the finger of the user , the finger actuat or com prising a finger receiving portion 
operable with a translating shaft ; 

be) an elongated tubular portion extending from the ergonomic handle and having a 
longitudinal axis, the translating shaft of the finger actuator being positioned substantially 
in line with the longitudinal axis of the tubular portion; and 

ed) a rod functionally disposed within the tubular portion along the longitudinal axis, 
the rod being directly coupled proximally to the translatin g shaft of the ringer actuator and 
coupled distally to a functional end, such that bidirectional pressure applied by the single 
finger to the finger receiving portion of the finger actuator to move the tra n slating shaft in 
a noii-pi\oting. linear manner along the longitudinal axis manipulates the functional end in 
a bidirectional manner in a common direction to the bidirectional pressure. 

13. (original) A surgical system as in claim 12, further comprising a ratcheting 
mechanism to lock the finger actuator in a fixed position, thus locking the functional end in a fixed 
position. 

14. (original) A surgical system as in claim 12, wherein the functional end is free to 
rotate around the longitudinal axis. 
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15. (original) A surgical system as in claim 12, wherein the elongated tubular portion is 
detachable from the ergonomic handle. 

16. (original) A surgical system as in claim 12, wherein the functional end is selected 
from the group consisting of a grasper, scissors, a blade, a laser and a needle holder. 

1 7. (original) A surgical system as in claim 1 2, wherein the functional end is a grasper. 

1 8. (original) A surgical system as in claim 12, wherein the functional end is scissors. 

19. (currently amended) A method of manipulating a surgical instrument with a single finger, 
comprising the following steps: 

a) grasping the surgical instrument with a hand of a user; 

b) inserting the single ringer of the user into a ringer actuator accessible through an 
aperture of an ergonomic handle of the surgical instrument; 

c) moving the single finger in a direction away from the hand, causing the finger 
actuator to mov e in a non-pivoting, linear manner away from th e hand to directl y 
effectuate, operation of a functional end while continually maintaining a h an d of the user in 
a functional posit ion about the ergonomi c handle; and 

d) moving the single finger in a direction toward the hand, causing the fin ge r actuator 
to move in a non-pivoting, linear manner toward the hand to directly effectuate operation 
of the functional end while farther continually maintaining the hand of the user in the 
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:fiin.ci.ional position about t he economic handle . 



20, (currently amended) A method of manipulating a surgical instrument with a single finger 
as in claim 19, further comprising the step of rotating actuating a roticulator with th e single finger 
to rotate the functional end- with - th e- singl e fing e r . 
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